


civilisation, girl child as well as women are not 
getting equal social status though 
Governments are trying their best. Even in 
this space-age, girl fetus are being 
killed, girls are molested, raped. This gender 
biasness is another example of fatal 
superstition. 
Apart from these major instances. our great 
country is running with-
lakhs of superstitious deeds. Some popular 
ones like halt at sneezes and crossing 
of cat on the road are still be practised. 
Traditional superstitions in India are related 
with animals, birds and reptiles. Example lies 
with seeing an elephant when one is 
leaving for a journey is-considered lucky 
because an elephant represents Lord 
Ganesha, the Indian God who is the 
forerunner of good luck and removes 
obstacles. Leaving one's home after wedding 
or for some other important task is a 
significant occasion. Indians, most of the time, 
consult astrological charts to fix an 
auspicious time for leaving one's home. 
Monday is not an auspicious day for 
shaving and Thursday is a bad day for 
washing one's hair. Everyday life of Indians 
is governed by false beliefs and superstitions. 
This society now-a-days run by politics and 
it's torchbearers i.e. 
politicians. You can see no political parties lay 
stress upon formation of a 
superstition-free. rational, scientific minded 
society. Even major portion of 
politicians have become serious patient of 
superstitious activities like starting of his 
political career by touching some baba or 
mata'$ holy leg, sometimes by breaking 
coconut ; to mention a few. In the whole 
northern India politicians seem to be busy 
building Mandir, Masj1d.6 etc. rather funding 
more on Primary School, Health 
Centres etc. In the 80s, left led parties 
concentrated upon strict party classes on 
eradication of superstition from society. They 
used to campaign some street drama. 
student awakening programmes. But, in the 
present days, middle and grass root 
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ievel left party activists are also become victim 
of Puja Path at home, raising fund 
for local Mandirs etc. activities. 
Only ray of l1ope is that, in India, some 
Juktibadi Sangathans were 
emerged from 70s. They are inspired by 
renaissance movement of 191n Century 
Bengal led by Henry Derozio, Raja Ram 
Mohan Roy, lswar Ch. Vidyasagar, 
Keshab Ch. Sen etc. sages. They had been 
busy in awakening us from the dark 
web of superstition by distributing leaflets, 
street dramas, vr.1rious programmes in 
schools/colleges. One prominent name is 
Prabir Ghosh who has come several 
times to Tripura and conducted so many 
effective shows to open our eyes. With 
this sigh of relief, .I conclude this ever 
controversial topic raising so many questions 
from your side. 


