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Einstein made three basic mistakes in his 
interpretation of the E=MC2 equation. 

Einstein's first mistake with E=MC
2 was to 

take a simple equation and then try to 
interpret it with two contradictory and 
paradoxical ideas of mass and energy. 
In the general interpretation, kE=MC2 defines 
the relationship between mass and kinetic 
energy. This means that when a body of mass 
is decelerated it loses mass and energy and 
when it is accelerated it gains mass and 
e;1ergy. This mass increase/decrease for all 
matter is proportional to each body's kinetic 
energy relative to a common position of rest 
for all matter. In this interpretation of E=MC2

, 

energy and mass coexist together. When a. 
body is accelerated to a given velocity, the 
kinetic energy inherent in that velocity 
contributes to overall mass of the body. One 
Joule has a mass of lQ,·17 kg and a kilogram of 
mass weighs 1017 Joules. Here their is no 
conversion of matter to energy. While a Joule 
is J quantity of energy it is also a quantity of 
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Einstein's Second Mistake with E=MC
2 

Einstein's second mistake with his equation 
was in his failure to realize that the primary 
meaning of E=MC2is that it defines the mass 
of the photon as the truest measure of mass . 
Out of convention and with no experimental 
verification, Einstein arbitrarily declared the 
photon to be a massless particle. Einstein 
used Planck's Constant to make the 
transformation between the mass of an ato 
and the energy of a massless photon. By 
failing to give the photon mass, he was 
unable to divide Planck's constant into its 
component parts h=MAC. Planck's constant i 
equal to the mass of a photon times its 
wavelength times the speed of light. 

Einstein is responsible for the popular ideas 
among the general public and even some 
scientists, that ordinary matter has the 
potential to be converted into enormous 
amounts of energy. This idea is simpl'i not 
true. Photons can only be produced by the 
annihilation of matter and antimatter and th 
universe seems to contains almost no 
antimatter that could be combined with its 
matter to produce energy. The energy 
contained within matter is in a two lock box 
and we only have one key. 

Einstein's third mistake with E=MC
2 

Einstein failed to understand that all photons 
travel at C through the same inertial 
reference frame and not just relative to 
observers. Einstein made the speed of light 
relative to the observer's frame. It 1.; true, as 
Einstein claimed, that ail observers will 




