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CHILD LABOUR —grave social issue in India .

--Dr. R.K Mishra
Lecturer: DCAST, Dehradun

Child labour is one of the biggest global problems today. As per UNICEF report , about 250
million children aged 2 to 17 are subjected to child labour worldwide. The 2001 national census
of India estimated the total number of child labour, aged 5-14, to be at 12.6 million which has
showed increasing trend in 2011 census. Child labour is defined by many organizations as “any
kind of work for children that harms them or exploits them in some way may it be physically
,mentally or by depriving a child of education.

Child labour is a social menace in many parts of the world, especially in developing
countries. There is a widespread practice of child labour in sectors like agriculture, factories,
mining, hotels and quarrying etc. Thousands of children are made to work as household helps in
different parts of.the world. Many children have to work for helping their families and some
families expect their children to continue the family business from young age only. One can also
find children working in hotels, kothies , business establishments, tobacco, fireworks & bangles
related factories and polishing shoes. This is a grave issue that needs rederessal on an urgent
basis. ‘

No matter, how rapidly a country is developing , if the large part of its child population is
working as bread earner for their family, it is an indication of sorry state of social equilibrium.
No one has got any right to exploit children in any capacity but ironically, we keep facing such
situations every now and then. In many countries, children are forced into prostitution. In
countries like India, child labour has always been a major social issue. Despite formulating
different laws protecting the basic rights of children, situation is far from impressive. The
practice of child labour does not just devoid a child of his basic rights to live a life with dignity
and stﬁdy but also affects his future. Leave a!orlxerlack of education opportunities to them, most
of these children are malnourished and treated like animals Millions of children across the
country are indulged into some sort of labour practices in deplorable conditions. They are
made to work for 12-16 hours which really demands pressing attention from the society and
policy makers. Such inhuman acts seriously affect the personal growth and development of a
child.

‘The root cause this problem in India is poverty coupled with high population. Many a
times, children are forced into work by their own family. Lack of earning members pushes poor
families to make their children work in éppallfng conditions. Insecurity and lack of resources
worsens the situation. Poor level of education also plays a vital role in deepening aw the roots
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of the menace. Lower strata of the society do not have too many privileges and they are not
ever aware of benefits of education. That leaves them with only choice of forcing their children
to work.

The lows and regulations in India concerning child labour are far from perfect. There is
definitely a pressing need of concrete action from the Govt. to abolish this practice. Factors like
caste and gender discrimination, demand of cheép labour and superstation etc are also
responsible for widely prevalent practice of child labour in India. Sates needs to wake up to the
growing threat of child labour else, despite being one of the fastest growing economics in the
world, we run the risk of losing young and innocent souls. Growth and development is
meaningless unless all the basic problem eradicated.

Government and child labour in India:

India’s policy on child labour has evolved over the years and present regime of laws
relating to child labour in India have a pragmatic foundation and are consistent with the
international labour conference resolution of 1979

The government has made efforts to prohibit child labour by enacting child labour laws
in India including the 1986 Child Labour(prohibition and regulation) Act that stated that
children under fourteen years of age could not be employed in hazardous_occupations.

This act also attempted to regulate working conditions in the jobs that it permitted, and
put greater emphasis on health and safety standards.

Through a notification dated May 26, 1993, the working conditions of children have
been regulated in all employment which not brohibited under the Child Labour (Prohibition and
Regulation) Act. Following up on a preliminary notification issued on October 5, 1993,the
government has also prohibited employment of children in occupation processes like
abattoirs/slaughter houses, printing, cashew nut processing, and soldering.

However, due to cultural, economic factors and poor implementation, these goals
remain difficult to meet. These act nothing to protect children who perform domestic or
unreported labour, which is very common in India. In almost all Indian industries girls are
unrecognized laborers because they are seen as helpers and not workers. Therefore, girls are
therefore not protected by the law. Children are often exploited and deprived of their rights in
India, and until further measures are taken, many Indian children will continue to live poverty.

Eradication measures:

~ Despite of over six decades of independence and efforts for national developments we
are still grappling with menace of child labour. According to social study research, the prime

TaH

Uttaran9



reason behind increasing number of underage children working as contract laborers in
organized and unorganized sectors is poverty. Children are seen as bread earners for the family
and that pushes poor families to make their children work in unfriendly conditions. No less than
80% child labour casus are because of parental poverty. Children are forced to work so as to get
supplemental earning to the family. It's more like a vicious cycle of child labour. It also tells us
that economic growth of India is not creating an all round effect. The government must ensure
that the market prosperity percolate down the social order. State should focus on building
factories in poverty-stricken areas so that it can generate jobs for the parents. This will be the
single biggest step in eradicating child labour problem. )

Lack of education is another major factor in increasing cases of child labour. Poor people
can’t afford educational costs so they don’t have a choice of investing in the children education.
It is the education only through which children can be empdwered to take best decisions for
their future. Giving proper and quality education to the children of the country should be the
trop priority of the nation. If children are well educated, their decisions will also bear positive
effect on the fortunes of the country along with improving their quality of life.

One more idea is to set up special education society where children from economically
backward families could be offered free education. Government should also provide other basic
facilities like books, clothes, stationary convenience etc free of cost. Charitable organizations
and trusts need to be involved to help child development prograrhs run by government as local
support. '

The government should formulate stringent laws against child labour. As of now law
against child labour is not enough and there are plenty of Ioopﬁolé's in it. Right from provision
of stricter imprisonment to cancelling the industrial license of the firms where children are
found working, there are several steps that government can take to completely eradicate this
problem. ' i

The services of renowned and committed NGOs can be helpful to improve the situation
in this field. Many NGOs like Bachpan bachao Andolan, CARE India, Global March against Child
Labour, RIDE India etc. Have already been working to eradicate child labour in India.

Steps should be taken to make people aware of the consequences of child labour.
Sustainable living for one and all can only be achieved when each one of us contribute our bit
for the welfare of society. Only with implementation of these steps, India can claim to be the
emerging healthy and prosperous nation in the race of global developments.

R
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FASCINATING QUASICRYSTALS

--Dr. SumanAdhikari
Asst. Prof., Dept. of Chemistry
Govt. Degree College, Dharmanagar

Introducfion:Quasicrystal is a new emerging domain lying amidst chemistry, physics, and
" material science. A quasicrystal, is a structure that is ordered but not periodic. A quasicrystalline
pattern can continuously fill all available space, but it lacks translational symmetry. While
crystals, according to the classical crystallographic restriction theorem, can possess only two,
~ three, four, and six-fold rotational symmetries.The Bragg diffraction pattern of quasicrystals
shows sharp peaks with other symmetry orders, for instance five-fold.

Quasicrystals had been investigated and observed earlier, but, until the 1980s, they were
disregarded in favor of the prevailing views about the atomic structure of matter. In 2009, after a

dedicated search, a mineralogical finding, icosahedrite, offered evidence for the existence of

natural quasicrystals.

Difference between Crystals and Quasicrystals:Most crystals are composed of a
three-dimensional arrangement of atoms that repeat in an orderly pattern. But quasicrystals
behave differently than other crystél_s. They have an orderly pattern that includes pentagons,
fivefold shape, but unlike other crystals, the pattern never repeafs Tiself exactly.In crystals, single

unit cell are used to generate the structure but in the quasicrystal, two prototiles are required to

generate the structure.

Discovery' of Quasicrystals:The discovery of quasicrystal was nothing more than a
c-oinc.i_dcnce by a chemist known as Dan Shechtman, who has recently been awarded Nobel Prize
in Chemistry in 201 . The story begins in his laboratory: in the year 1982. The substance he was
working on was a mix of aluminum and manganese, a strange looking material. He used electron
microscope in order to observe it at the atomic level. The picture he obtained at the microscope

was very different and exclusive it countered all the recent discoveries and theories, He was able

=+

o see concentric circles, each made of ten bright dots at the same distance from each other. The
thing was Shechtman had rapidly chilled the glowing molten metal, and the sudden change in

temperature should have created complete disorder among the atoms. But the pattern he observed

Uttaranl3



told a éompietely different story, the atoms were arranged in a manner that was opposing the
laws of nature. Shechtman counted and recounted the dots. It is possible to appear four or six
dots in the circles would, but Shechtman was shocked to see that he was observ.ing concentric
circles each made of ten bright dots at the same distance from each other which were impossible.

He jotted down only single thing in his notebook *10 Fold?2?”

Dan Shechtman tried to prove his works and discovery yet he faced disappointment and distress,
he tried to explain all the facts 1o his researchers but none believed and tried.to note his works
nothing more than creation of “Double Crystals”. However, in November 1984, together with his
research colleagues Cahn, Blech and Gratias.Shechtman finally got to publish his data in
Physical Review Letters. The article created interest among crystallographers, It questioned the
most‘fundamental truth of their science: that all crystals consist of repeating and periodic

patterns.

Fig: Shechtman's Nobel Prize winning work was in the area of quasicrystals, ordered crystalline

materials lacking repeating structures, such as this Al-Pd-Mn alloy.

10
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After the publication of his article, scientist all around the globe started to work on this discovery

many said they had also observed the same phenomenon yet overlooked. Many scientists and -

" mathematicians started resolving this observation and a mosaic model resembling to produce

similar diffraction pattern was prepared by a British professor of mathematics, Roger Penrose.

He created aperiodic mosaics with just two different tiles, for example, a fat and a thin rhombus.

Application of Quasicrystal: Modern research is motivated by the prospect that
quasicrystals could lead to new technologies.Quasicrystalline materials could be used in a large
numbeér of applications, including the formation of durable steel used for fine instrumentation,
and non-stick insulation for electrical wires and cooking eciuipment. Quasicrystals have been
used in surgical instrumentsand LED lights, They have poor heat conductivity, which makes
them good insulators. Sandvik. a company in  Sweden. produces a precipitation-
hardened stainless steel that has interesting properti'es. The steel is strengthened by small
quasicrystalline particles and it does not corrode. It is extremely strong steel. It is used for

anything that touches the skin, for instance, razor blades or surgery tools.,

References: Wikipedia and various journals related to Quasicrystal.
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Microbes as Biofertiligers

With our present day life styles environmental pollution is a major cause of concern. The
continuous use of chemical fertiliz_er for increasing demand of agricultural produce has
contributed significantly to this pollution. After realization of the negative impacts chemical
practices there is a large pressure to switch to organic farming, i.e., the use of biofertilizers.
Nitrogen fixing bacteria like Azatobacter, Azospirillum are often used as biofertilizers nowadays.

In paddy fields many cyanobacteria like Anabaena, Nostoc etc are used as biofertilizers
to increase its fertility. In our country a number of biofertilizers are available commereially &
farmers use these regularly in their fields to replenish soil nutrients and to reduce dependence
to chemical fertilizers. '

Role of micro —organisms in the biodegradation of xenobiotics, restoration of ‘ushar’
(unutilizable) lands, removal of oil pollution from ocean, in the production of single cell protein
(SCP) etc. are some.of other contributions of microbes for the betterment of human civilization
and the list is extending everyday.

It is obvious from diverse uses human being have put microbes to that they p!ay
important in the welfare of human society.

SiEC -

G Wy W FLEd O e 2751
G BeTCS 20 AT [&qts #Aiea 3o
T Bl 2
QETE vgd AT
71 S afita (i 7@
TSRS &Y |
Tl GG AR O W TSI (T
et gifawn ey fereta cdam
SeTa wle [

T WTER AR
w32 B *fE A
o free e |

Utaranl?7



MICROBES IN HUMAN WELFARE

Abhijit Datta
Asst. Professor
GDC, Dharmanagar

The use of micro-organisms for large scale industrial processes is not new, although it has
assumed renewed emphasis in recent years. Centuries ago people in Asia and Africa learned to
make wine, beer, vinegar & saki with bacteria & yeast, without knowing the scientific basis of
such production. The technology related to microbial production of metabolites like ethanel,
lactic acid, riboflavin and enzymes like amylase etc. was developed as early as first few decades
of the 20" century. Large scale production of antibiotic penicillin, was perfected during world
war |l and the production of many other antibiotics, amino acids, enzymes etc. had been
successfully accomplished in the 1950’s and later.

Lactobacillius sp.

You would be surprised to know that we use microbes?or\products derived from them
everyday. A common example is the production of curd from milk Microbes such as
Lactobacillus and others commonly called Lactic Acid Bacteria (LAB) grow in milk and convert it
to curd. During growth, the LAB produce acids that coagulate milk & partially digest milk
products, improve nutritional quality by increasing vitamin By,. These LAB play beneficial role in
checking disease causing micro-organisms in our stomach too.

Microbes are also being used to meet effectively the crisis in both environment &
energy sectors and provides cheap & cost effective methods of mining and metallurgy etc.

In this discursion we will ook at some aspects of microbes with relation to its
application in various fields for human welfare.

13 -
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Microbes in Industry

In industry, microbes are used to synthesize a number of products valuable to human beings
like beverages & antibiotics, Production on an industrial scale requires growing microbes in very
large vessels called fermentors.

Common Yeast Penicillium sp.

Microbes especially have been used from time immemorial for beverages like wine,
whisky etc. depending on the type of raw material used for fermentation and the type of
processing i.e., with or without distillation, different type of alcoholic beverages are obtained.

" Today we cannot imagine & world without antibiotics. Antibiotics obtained from various
microbes have greatly improved our capacity to treat deadly disease like plague, whooping
cough, leprosy etc. )

< ™
‘e

Even in.the production of important enzymes & bioactive molecules microbes are
essential. Lipases obtained from microbes are helpful in‘removing only stains in laundry or
pectinases and proteases are used for clarifying bottoled fruit juices.

A very important bioactive molecule Cyclosporine —A is used as an immunosuppressant
in organ transplant patients, produced by Trichoderma polysporum, (a fungus). i

~

Microbes'in Sewage Treatment

We know that large quantities of waste water are generated everyday in cities & towns.

Such municipal waste water is also called sewage containing huge amount of organic matter

and harmful microbes. Before disposal of such waste water into natural water bodies like river

" or stream it is treated in sewage treatment plants (STPs) to make it less polluting by using
various physical & microbial treatments.
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Microbes in Biogas Production

Certain bacteria grow an-aerobically on cellulose material, produce large amount of
methane and commonly known as methanogens. These bacteria are used in biogas plants and
production of biogas depends on the type of bacteria & substrate they utilize. Similarly dung of
cattle is utilized for production of ‘GOBAR GAS’ in many village areas of our country such biogas
is a very efficient, clean & environment friendly non conventional source of energy.

Microbes as Biocontrol agents

In modern society control of various diseases & pests are often controlled by the use of
many chemicals which are extremely toxic & harmful to animals, human being & have been
polluting our environment for years.’ 2

In agriculture, there is method of controlling pests that relies on natural predation
rather that introduction of chemicals commonly called as biocontrol and is a nature friendly
approach.

One of such biocontrol agent is Trichoderma, a soil fungi and very common in root
system of plants. They are effective against a number of plant pathogenic fungi.

Similarly, Baculovirus, a common pathogen that attack insects and other arthropods, are
commonly used to control a number of insect pests.

Bacillus thuringiensis, Agrobacterium radiobactor are some other examples.

o~

Some of the active ingredients found in microbial fertilizers

~ Riuzobium Azotobacter | Azospiriftum  |Pscudomonas | Mycorthiza
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Microbes as Biofertiligers

With our present day life styles environmental pollution is a maijor cause of concern. The
continuous use of chemical fertilizer for increasing demand of agricultural produce has
contributed-significantly to this pollution. After realization of the negative impacts chemical
practices there is @ large pressure to switch to organic farming, i.e., the use of biofertilizers.
Nitrogen fixing bacteria like Azatobacter, Azospirillum are often used as biofertilizers nowadays.

In paddy fields many cyanobacteria like Anabaena, Nostoc etc are used as biofertilizers
to increase its fertility. In our country a number of biofertilizers are available commercially &
farmers use these regularly in'their fields to replenish <oil nutrients and to reduce dependence
to chemical fertilizers. ¥

Role of micro —organisms in the biodegradation of xenobiotics, restoration of ‘ushar’
(unutilizable) lands, removal of oil pollution from ocean, in the production of single cell protein
(SCP) etc. are some of other contributions of microbes for the betterment of human civilization
and the list is extending everyday.

It is obvious from diverse uses human being have put microbes to that they play
importantin the welfare of human society. ‘
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Stem Cells - The Future of Therapeutics

--Probal Kr. Chowdhury, Assist. Professor, Dept. of
Botany, Govt. Degree College, Dharmanagar

Days are not so far when you visit a dentist and the doc ask you “well you have to extract your
decayed teeth but don’t worry 1 will make an arrangement to regrow a new original teeth there”.
[s not it looking funny? But the concept that | am discussing is a challenging and interesting
issue in contemporary Biological science. I am talking about Stem cell and stem cell research.
Stem cells are a population of cells that have the capacity to self-renew as well as the ability to
generate more differentiated progeny of cells. It means that these are group of cells that have the
potential to divide and also can acquire specific function. These cells can divide and re-divide to
maintain the population of stem cells or it can transform to a tissue specific cell that bears the
function of cells of that organ tissue or in simple words stem cells can generate a new organ in
animals. Thus these cells have the ability to develop an organ and actually it happens normally in
embryonic stage from where all the organs of our body develop. So researchers thought that
whether from stem cells can we develop entire human organ? If this is possible then there will be
drastic change in medical science and a person with a damaged body organ or tissue can get
replacement for it. The research started extensively in this field to achieve such novel goal.

Then question comes where does these Stem cells are available? These cells are primarily
found in embryonic stage of human beings and also in adult’s bone marrow, adipose tissue cells,
spleen etc. Based on their origin stem cells are of two different types namely, Embryonic stem
cells which are found in mammalian embryos only and another type is Adult stem cells which are
available in adult mammalian organs like spleen and bone marrow. Embryonic stem cells divides
and differentiate to form organs for developing baby whereas adult stem cells have the repair and
maintenance function for damaged or injured organ tissues. Recently umbilical cord blood is
preserved as it contains the embryonic stem cells which can be used in future for that baby.

Now let us know what are the characteristics of stem cells that differentiate it from other cells?
First, they are unspecialized cells capable of renewing themselves through cell division,
sometimes after long periods of inactivity. Second, under certain physiologic or experimental
conditions, they can be induced to become tissue- or organ-specific cells with special functions.
In some organs, such as the gut and bone marrow, stem cells regularly divide to repair and
“replace worn out or damaged tissues. In other organs, however, such as the pancreas and the
heart, stem cells only divide under special conditions.

Stem cells are being considered for a wide variety of medical procedures, ranging from
cancer treatment to heart disease and cell-based therapies for tissue replacement. Thus stem cells
accessed from the sources like bone marrow and umbilical cord blood is used for therapeutic
purposes. Stem cells can now be artificially grown and transformed (differentiated) into
specialized cell types with characteristics consistent with cells of various tissues such as muscles
or nerves through cell culture. Embryonic cell lines and autologous embryonic stem cells
generated through therapeutic cloning have also been proposed as promising candidates for
future therapies. Recently a stem cell gel developed by scientists can regenerate broken spinal
cord nerves. The gel is applied to the site of spinal cord injury in rats and it produced astonishing
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result with regeneration and growth of nerve cells. Animals treated with this gel which were
previously paralysed experienced significant functional improvement and were able to move all
the joints of their affected legs. Researches are going on to treat diseases with stem cells like
Parkinson’s disease, stroke, epilepsy, diabetes, blood cancer, spinal cord injuries, heart
disorders, deafness, thalassemia are a few to be mentioned. The basic principle for such
treatment is to introduce stem cells taken from the patient body (autologous stem cells) to the
affected site and to regenerate or replace the damaged cells or tissues from the stem cells
introduced by using the property of stem cells to regenerate and differentiate into organ tissues.
Considerable success rates have been achieved in these areas but there are some ethical issues
that are being addressed during the research and development of stem cell. Recently stem cell
banks are emerging which stores human stem cells from umbilical cord blood adipose tissue
cells and from other sources for future therapeutic use.

Thus, in the limited arena of this page it can be p0551ble to say now that stem cell research is the
future of medicine and is a fast growing field with huge potential to contribute in healing the
medical problems of human beings.

[ The author used books and various websites related (o stem cell biology as reference)
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Importance Of Mushroom Cultivation In The State Tripura

--Dr. R.R Dwivedi
( Principal DCAST, Dehradun)

Mushrooms are macro fungus with good nutritional and medicinal value. In nature more
than 14000 species are prevalent .But all the species are not edible. Some of them are
poisonous also. In fresh mushroom 90% water, 6%vitamins and minerals and 4%
protein are present. Due to low fat and low carbohydrate content it is useful to the
patient of high blood pressure and diabetes respectively. Mushrooms have anti
cancerous property also. The mineral content in mushrooms are mainly Calcium,
Phosphorus, potassium and iron. It is useful for teeth and bone development due to
high content of Phosphorus and Calcium. It is also recommended by the doctors to cure
Anemia patients. It is rich resource of vitamin E, which is useful for pregnant women
and for those women who fed their children. Mushrooms can be used as soup,
mushroom pakora, mushroom ‘pulao, mushroom paneer,mushroom pickle etc. Some
species of edible mushrooms grow only in natural conditions such as Morchella
esculenta, Tuber aestivum, termitomyces etc.

The important species which can be cultivated artificially throughout the year are:-

1) White bottom mushroom (Agaricus bisporus )
2) Dhingri mushroom (Pleurotus sajor-saju)
3) Paddy straw mushroom (Volvariella volvacea)
)
)

4) Milky mushroom ( Calocybe indica) —
5) Shiitake mushroom (Lentinula edodes)
8) Jew's ear mushroom (Auricularia spp

In Tripura mushrooms can be cultivated throughout year. From 15" march to 15"
September paddy straw mushrooms and milky mushrooms can be grown, and from 15"

September to 15" march white bottom mushrooms and Dhingri mushrooms can be
cultivated. ]

>

The temperature requirement for the white bottom mushrooms as follows:-

For mycelium development 20-24° and for fruiting body formation 16-18°% .For
cultivation of white bottom mushroom we have to make compost by either long method
or short method of compost preparation. The yield of this mushroom is 12-14kg/quintal
of compost in long method and 18-24kg/quintal in short method.

For the cultivation of Dhingri mushroom, the temperature requirement is 20-30%. The
Optimum temperature is 25°.Dhingri mushroom can be cultivated either on wheat straw

; 21
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or on chopped paddy straw. Fresh-Dhingri mﬁshroom gives yield up to 40kg/100 kg of
choppe_d paddy straw/wheat straw. 5 '

Paddy straw mushroom can be cultivated in the temperature range of 28-49°%. The

optimum temperature range is 32-35°. The yield of this mushroom is 3-4 kg/ bed(35 kg
paddy straw bundle ). . .

Some mushrooms have medicinal value also such as Lentinula edodes mainly used to

cure AIDS patients. _Auricularia spp and Ganoderma' lucidum are used to cure heart
patients.

In Tripura plenty of substrates and varying climatic conditions are prevalent .So
mushroom can be grown throughout the year .This will give employment, financial

support & nutritional requirement to the population of the state.

Flight booking , Bus booking, Cabs booking,
Hotel booking , Holiday packages

Railway reservation

* Ashram Road, Chandrapur Dharmanagar. Tripura (N}
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Global music of our surroundings since 1990

-- NILOY SARKAR, founding member of Dabanol

While writing this topic I’ve become some kind of nostalgic. Those days were really great. Being in
middle class families me and my high school friends used to spend times into grabbing adventurous,
horror fictions of Satyajit Ray, Sirshendu Mukherjee, Edgar Ellen Poe, alistair maclean etc., playing
cricket and football like hell. And yes, apart from this, listening to Rahul Debbarman, Kishore Kumar,
Salil Chowdhury was an integral part via radio or tape recorders.

~ Back in 1985 to 1986, my maternal elder brothers, sisters and their friends used to listen BoneyM,
Michael Jackson and some other alien named artistes beside Jagjit Singh, Talat Aziz, Gulam Alj etc.

My memory may be challenged. If I am not wrong, when we were at class nine, back in 1987 |
and some of us saw Pre-Grammy show and Grammy night at Doordarshan. My goose bumps as | analyse
those memories. All of my close friends used to admire progressive music of RD or Salilda. Likewise, we
were totally blown by the attack of stunning tight music, thundering drums, roaring sound of guitars and
scream like high pitch vocals. After about 5-6 years, we came to know that they were U2, Steve
Winwood, Bruce Hornsby etc. legends.

Guys and gals, afterwards, our interest grew by tuning foreign radio stations like BBC, Voice of
America, Radio_Dochebele, Radio Shillong, Radio Srilanka etc. Limited was the scope of purchasing the
audio tapes at that tender age. We saw grammy 88 and a year after amnesty international sent a music
team to India consisting of Bruce Springsteen, U2, Sting, Tracy Chapman and Youssou n'Dour. We ate
every second of their videos at Doordarshan. Gone through radio and realised Bruce Springsteen’s anti
American role towards war.

It was 1990 when we reached up class-XI the days when we managed some pocket money. We
spent some and saved some. The audio cassette shops of agartala also managed to bring some pirated
tapes from Shillong, Myanmar, Bangladesh. Yes, | brought one Bruce Sprinsteen album “Tunnel of
Love’. My friend Kushal, Angshuman and Joysekhar due to their love towards heavy crunchy guitar
oriented music managed to get Iron Maiden, Motley Crue, Scorpions for each of them respectively. [ can
still recall our love for Stevie Wonder, Michael Jackson, Lionel Richie etc. sages.

Hand in hand, obviously through Doordarshan, we had gone through pop videos Indian acts like
Sharon Prabhakar,. Shamak Davar, 13 AD, Great Society, Usha Utthup etc. We had been waiting for
Friday night show of “The World This Week’ hosted by Pranoy Roy wherein international entertainment
section, chances occurred to see some western music videos or |jve shows.

In 1991, first Indian video aired by MTV. It was Rock Machine’s (Now Indus Creed) *Top of the
Rock™ and soon after Baba Saigo!l’s "Thanda Thanda Paani’. In 1993, first heavy metal video telecasted in

MTV’s headbanger’s ball and it was Bangalore based Millennium’s video ‘Only be one’.
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Not only radio or TV, we were familiar about news clippings of global music scene through some
magazines like North East Sun, Jetset, Upbeat etc. So;, moth-wise information on our icons was handy as
far as their correspondent’s collection.

* In relation to the global scene, we were in touch with national pop rock acts like Shiva, Great
Society, Agni, Rock Machine, Gary Lawyer etc. All of them were used to sing and compose in English.
Lyrics were revolutionary and music was fused with Indian-Western classical. At that period, Rock Street
Journal came out, solely for promoting local bands.

We got in touch with few guys of Math Chowmuhani and Arundhutinagar Mission Complex area
who were also in love with such type of music.

But, as far as our own bangla language is concerned, exclusive compositions in Bengali with
varied sound of drums, keyboard, guitar, bass and most importantly lyrics meant for youth emerged from
Dhaka, Chittagong etc. urban areas of Bangladesh. Kolkata was not far behind, but bands of Bangladesh
were way ahead in terms commercialisation of our native language.

Behold my dear readers, one of my aunties came at my house in 1993 and brought an album for
me titled ‘Bongabde 1400 by a band called "Feedback’. 1 just played it once in my Twin-one set, believe
‘me, my eyes and ear halted for a while! On an emergent basis, | called Kushal and Angshuman to have a
look at it. Like me, they were astonished also, hearing such groovy sound in Bengali language. Most
probably, it Was the first Bangla band album played at ‘Agartala.

It was a history, we had become mad to bring more and more bangla pop rock albums through
our relatives who stayed at Bangladesh. Now, police won’t sue me for confessing the fact that we gave
money to some smugglers for bringing bangla band cassettes and they did it.

In 1995, our thrust for band music made us learning guitars, drums etc. As there was no
microscopic sign of internet then, we were compelled to learn gui(tar\"ﬁ'om hindi orchestra maestros of
agartala. As soon as we learnt the basics we turned them into western kind of technique. Me, Kushal and
Angshuman got in touch with GB Bazar’s Tirthankar (now at Zedde, Mumbai) and Joynagar’s Kaushik.
We targeted Kushal’s Fencing-house for rehearsal. Some other rock music fanatic namely Pappu Singh,
Late Debal Deb, Joydeep Podder used to come at our rehearsal place to have the eye-to-eye glimpse of -
rock music. Beside practising Iron Maiden, Bon Jovi, Pink Floyd, Jimi Hendrix we tried bangla band
classics of Miles, Feedback, Warfaze etc. Yes, we gave the name of our venture — our band name
(probably first band of Tripura) was Warwolves. In the December of 1996 we did our first concert at the
Town Hall of Agartala and it was a super duper hit as some north eastern students of Tripura Engineering
College and some other city dwellers wonderingly asked about our identification as they took us some
-euys of Kolkata! Out se!Fcomposifion "Nishachar® has been regarded as first bangla rock song of Tripura.

Times goés on, life goes on.” Angshuman and Tirthankar flew away for outer states for
professional career. | found Hirak Das, Hirak Sarkar, Kishalaya Debbarma and Soumen Bhattacharjee
which took shape of "Obsidian” in the year 2000. It lasted for two or three years. In the year 2004,
me(Niloy), Kushal, Hirak Sarkar, Kishalay and Kaushik formed ‘Dabanol’ which musically,
professionally changed the music scene of Agartala as well as in the state also. Dabanol gave challenge to

e = 26 ’ ; . e
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hindi film music claded scene of Agartala and managed to distinguish it’s identity as a true bangla rock
band of Tripura.

Till 2012 we did live shows at every corner of the state, major colleges, University and prominent
stages of Agartala. [t is the most famous band of Tripura which managed it’s identity in Kolkata, Delhi,
Orissa, Bangalore, Pune even in Bangladesh also. We have performed at Delhi pop rock fest 2004,
Kohima in 2009, Bhubaneswar in 2010 and stunned everyone by doing rock music in Bengali.

Currently we are working on self compositions. Lyrics are based upon social issues, anti war and
abstract human psychology. Driven by deep love towards our Indian culture, we are fusing our own root
folk tune with rock music. ; i

The scene of alternative music which was created by us, constantly developing itself with other
numerous bands.of our state. We take this progress as a journey towards the future blood of Tripura.
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Michael Madhusudan Datta

. Datta, Michael Madhusudan,
Born January 25, 1824, Sagardari, Bengal -- died June 29, 1873, Calcutta.
Poet and dramatist of modern Bengali literature.

- -Saurabh Nath

Michael Madhusudan Dutt, or simply Madhusudan Datta as he was known before his
conversion to Christianity, was the son of a successful Calcutta lawyer. He is important for his
contributions to Bengali poetry. Madhusudan experimented ceaselessly with diction and verse
forms, and it was he who introduced amitrakshara, a form of blank verse with varied caesuras,
and many other original lyric styles. Madhusudan opened a new era in Bengali poetry.

The life of Madhusudan Datta was a turbulent one. He faced poverty, maltreatment and
misunderstanding. Althqugh he was a genius of a high order, he was an erratic personality.
Madhusudan is a typical example of one of Bengal’s intellectual elite caught between tradition
and modernity. His early conversion to Christianity is indicative of his cross-cultural condition in
life.

Madhusudan’s early schooling was in Bengali and Persian. In 1837 he entered Hindu College
where most of his education was in English. He remained at Hindu College until-age 19 when he
converted to Christianity in spite of the stiffest opposition from family, friends and community.
Madhusudan was one of the most brilliant students of his class and perhaps the best English
scholar of his college. At first Madhusudan’s literary career was directed towards English
literature. Later he wrote in Bengali. In 1848 he moved to Madras where he worked as an
English teacher. There he published his best and longest poem in English, The Captive Ladie
along with other English works. The reception of his English writing was lukewarm.

In 1856 after the death of his father he returned to Calcutta where he began to write Bengali
poetry. He remained in Calcutta until 1862 where he married a European woman, Henrietta and
moved to Europe to prepare for the Bar. When he returned to Calcutta in 1866 he became a
lawyer,

His principal Bengali works, written mostly between 1858 and 1862, include a number of dramas
Jvritten in prose, long narrative poems, and many lyrics. His most important prose drama,
Sarmishtha (1858), is based on an episode in Sanskrit from the Mahabharata. It was well
received. His poetical works include the Tilottama-sambhava (1860), a narrative poem on the
story of Sunda and Upasunda; the Meghanada-vadha (1861), an epic on the Ramayana theme;
Vrajangana (1861), a cycle of lyrics on the Radha-Krishna theme; and Birangana (1862), a set of
21 epistolary poems on the model of Ovid's Heroides. Though he was a Christian and deeply
versed in English literature he never severed his link with Bengali. In particular his poetic genius
continued to be deeply impressed by the Radha-Krishna stories.
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Noose : Shame for Every Soul-Owner

--Mainak Roy

First of all we have to know the word “Noose”. According to famous
Oxford Dictionary “Noose” is “a loop with a running knot, tightening as the rope
or wire is pulled and used to trap animals or hang people.” In the legal point of
view “Noose” i.e., capital punishment or death penalty is gwen to someone who
commits a major offense such as murder.

- According to Indian Penal Code (IPC) Section 302, “Punishment for
murder : whoever commits murder shall be punished with death or life
imprisonment and shall also be liable to fine”.

According to constitution of India Article 21, “Protection of life and
personal liberty : no person shall be deprived of his life or personal liberty
except according to procedure established by law”.

Apart from the legal point of view if we consider the aspect with moral
and ethical view we find that life have immense value. If a person kills someone
then also we should not kill him. If we do so there will be no difference between
that person who committed crime and us. Who always try to establish logic for
death penalty as a deterrent method they forget that there are a lot of countries
in the world such as Singapore, Malaysia, Russia, Denmark, Australia, Italy,
Greece, Chile etc. where death penalty is void though their crime rate is less
than our country where death penalty is still going on. Whatever, it also seems
to be strange that we are going to kill a 25 year old youth very soon. He is Md.
Ajmal Amir Kasab from Faridkot, Punjab, Pakisthan. What
is his crime? He belongs to a terrorist organization
“Lashkar-e-taiba” which organized a terrorist activity on 9th
November, 2008 at Tajmahal Hotel as well as Chatrapati
Shibaji Terminus, Mumbai. We know that his mercy
petition have been rejected by our Hon’ble President. Now it
is fully confirmed that we are going to kill him. Are we fully
confident that after his death soul of the person died on
26/11 attack be satisfied? Many persons are not aware that
how tremendous torture is being applied on him every second of his life.
Whether he has no right to life? If no, then why? why? why? No, no, I am not
an agent of any terrorist group or supporter of the enemy of the nation, I never
support Kasab’s violence policy but I am against his death penalty because of
my simple soul ownership. ‘ :
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If we study Ramayana, the ideal epic, we find a notorious and infamy
character Ratnakar, who was a dangerous dacoit in his early life but later he
changed himself as Balmiki who gifted us the great epic Ramayana. Had
Ratnakar dacoit lived in today’s shining India, most probably he would have
been punished by death penalty by the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India, we
would have lost a future famous writer. '

Apart from this, so many encounters and custodial killings are taking
place in India every year. A famous illustration of encounter killings is
Lokhanwala case. November 16, 1991, a famous gun battle was held by
Bombay ATS (Anti Terrorist Squad) at Swati Building, Lokhanwala, Bombay.
The gun battle was held between famous ‘D’ company :
gangsters Maya Dolas, Dilip Buwa, Anil Pawar, other four
members and Bombay ATS. Aftab Ahmed Khan was the chief
of the ATS at that time. By his order 450 rounds of bullets
were fired to kill 7 gangsters, except them there were so
many people at the Swati Building, who were passing a
tragic moment during the battle. Isn’t it a human right
violation? We also observed this tremendous incident SR
through the movie “Shoot out at Lokhanwala” directed by
Apoorva Lakhia.

a

“Solitary confinement” is also a hellish torture for every human being.
When someone commits a crime such as murder our system treat him as an
animal. After the death penalty is given to someone and mercy petition is also
rejected by the president, from that date till his death he is kept in a solitary
cell fully alone in a hellish environment. There is no difference between him
and a road side doggy e.g., Charles Sobhraj’s case, a foreigner, an under trial
prisoner challenged the action of superintendent of Jail for putting him into
bar fetters. According to Section 73 and Section 74 of IPC, “solitary
confinement is itself a substantive punishment which can be imposed by a

~court of law”. Criminals should be punished but the punishment should
always be to improve their psychological condition and mental ability. We have
to use the reformatory method to change them and give them another chance
to join us in the main stream of society. We should follow the policy “live and
let live”. By love the world will be heaven one day, and on the other hand by
battle we will make the world hell.

We have to think about this problem and make an alternative of death
penalty. Teach every human being love to heal the world. If someone is not in
agreement with me then I do apologize, I am just using my constitutional right
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i.e., right to speech and expression which article 19(a) giveé us. I want to
conclude with the famous quotation ....

“If an eye for an eye the world will be blind one day”

Q--Mahatma Gandhi
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