






to think about an alternative agency, 
dedicated solely to civilian oversight of the 
police. Here we can learn from international 
experience: the UK, for instance, has an 

. Independent Police Complaints Commission; 
South Africa has an Independent Complaints 
Directorate. 

While it may be an accepted fact that 
these proposals would help bring about 
qualitative improvement, the challenge lies in 

· moving the government to ac·cept these and
other progressive ideas. Governments across
the world are only keen on maintaining the
status quo. Governments often put in place
inadequate accountability mechanisms as
their presence helps to silence public
demands, without overly diluting government
power.

Civi! sodety groups therefore need to
mobilize people across the nation through
targeted advocacy strategies. Reform
initiatives can only bear fruit when ordinary
citizens take an active interest in good
governance.
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